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He was detected in considerable peculations. At the Council board he was an intolerable bore. Luckily he could not stay in the same room as a cat, and Wentworth used to get rid of him by bringing cats to Council. At last Wentworth could stand him no more. Some injudicious words of Mountnorris, uttered months ago, were construed into a charge of mutiny—for Mountnorris held a military commission. He was found guilty, and the regulations allowed no penalty but death. Wentworth immediately assured him there was no intention of executing the sentence. Indeed, this strangely contradictory despot ruled Ireland for seven years with a minimum of bloodshed. Mountnorris was released after a short imprisonment. But the sentence had implied dismissal from office, and Wentworth was hampered by him no more.
Meanwhile debts were being paid off, and the annual deficit became a surplus. Piracy was put down, trade flourished, the Ulster flax-industry was founded. The army became an army again, Wentworth's own troop being a model to the rest. The men were paid and provisioned, instead of " fetching in every morsel of bread upon their swords'-point," at the expense of peaceful citizens. The Church began to revive, Wentworth rating bishops for allowing the bloodsuckers to plunder them, and trying to make the parsons learn Irish so that they could talk intelligently to the Papists they were supposed to convert.
While Wentworth did all that energy and honesty could achieve, the real roots of the trouble lay untouched, and in places they struck deeper. A succession of Went-worths might conceivably have made Ireland English and Protestant and prosperous. One can only guess how much that is of benefit to humanity might have perished in the process. But there was only one Wentworth; he had only seven years in Ireland, and he thought of her mainly as a pawn in the great game that involved three kingdoms. Wentworth was an Englishman; his purpose, though

